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^ (57) Abstract: An image display apparatus includes a plurality of spatial optical modulation elements corresponding to respective 
colors and an illumination optical system for illuminating the spatial optical modulation elements. The image display apparatus 
includes a dichroic prism (5) for isolating colors from the illumination light from the illumination optical system (2) so as to be 
I — introduced into the respective spatial optical modulation elements (3R), (3G), (3B) and combining the reflected lights from the spatial 
optical modulation elements (3R), (3G), (3B) and a projection lens (6) for forming an image by the light from the dichroic prism (5). 
£2 By a phase difference plate stack (7) arranged on an optical path from the illumination optical system (2) to the dichroic prism (5), 
S the illumination light is processed as follows. The light portion of the wavelength band transmitting through the reflection surface 
of the dichroic prism (5) is P-polarized and the light portion reflected by the reflection surface is S-polarized. 
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